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Introduction
In  to d a y ’s w o r ld  a lm o s t  a ll c o u n tr ie s  are a f fe c te d  b y  m ig ra tio n , e ith er  a s so u rc e , 
d e st in a tio n , tra n sit  co u n tr y  or a c o m b in a t io n  th e r e o f. A s  th e  n u m b e rs  o f  c r o ss -b o r d e r  m o v e m e n ts  
in c r e a se , m ig r a tio n  h a s  b e c o m e  a p h e n o m e n o n  at th e  fo re fr o n t o f  m a n y  c o u n tr ie s ’ n a tio n a l  
p o lit ic a l a g e n d a s  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t  d eb a te s  o v e r  th e  p a st  d ec a d e . O v e r  th e  p a st  d e c a d e s , th e  
in te rn a tio n a l c o m m u n ity  h a s  in c r e a s in g ly  r e c o g n iz e d  th a t m ig r a tio n  ca n  n o  lo n g e r  b e  d ea lt  w ith  
as s o le ly  a n a tio n a l c h a lle n g e  an d  th a t b i-  an d  m u ltila te ra l c o o p e r a t io n  an d  c o lla b o r a tio n  are  
in c r e a s in g ly  im p ortan t. W h ile  m ig r a tio n  h a s  b e e n  a d d r esse d  th ro u g h  th e  v a r io u s  g lo b a l  
c o n fe r e n c e s  o n  p o p u la tio n  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t  c o n v e n e d  b y  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  o v e r  th e  p a st  
d e c a d e s , o n ly  in  2 0 0 6  -  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  at th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  H ea d q u a rters in  N e w  Y o r k  -  
h ig h - le v e l  se n io r  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f ic ia ls  an d  o th er  e x p e r ts  c a m e  to g e th e r  to  e la b o r a te  o n  th e  p ro s  
an d  c o n s  o f  m ig ra to ry  m o v e m e n ts  in  o rd er to  id e n tify  w a y s  an d  m e a n s  to  s u ff ic ie n t ly  and  
s u c c e s s f u l ly  m a n a g e  th e  f lo w  o f  h u m a n s  a c r o ss  in te rn a tio n a l b o rd ers fo r  th e  b e n e f it  o f  th e  
se n d in g , r e c e iv in g  an d  tra n sit  c o u n tr ie s . T h is  h ig h - le v e l  d ia lo g u e  o n  m ig r a tio n  a ls o  r e c o g n iz e d  
th e  a lm o s t  g lo b a l la c k  o f  a d eq u a te , ap p rop ria te , t im e ly  an d  q u a lity  d ata  an d  s ta tis t ic s  on  
m ig r a tio n  a s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  s e r io u s  c o n c e r n s  sh ared  b y  a ll s ta k e h o ld e r s  c o n c e r n e d . T h e  a g re ed  
u p o n  n o tio n  w a s  th a t o n ly  in fo r m e d  p o lic y  m a k e rs  an d  a d v ise r s  w o u ld  b e  in  a p o s it io n  to  d e f in e  
a d eq u a te  p o l ic ie s  an d  to  d e v e lo p  p r o g r a m m e s to  a p p ro p r ia te ly  m a n a g e  th e  p erm a n en t an d  n o n ­
p erm a n en t m o v e m e n ts  o f  p e r so n s . T h is  g lo b a l d ia lo g u e  fu rth er e n c o u r a g e d  e s ta b lish in g  and  
im p r o v in g  in fo r m e d  d ia lo g u e  m e c h a n ism s  a m o n g  p o lic y  m a k e rs , s ta tis tic ia n s  an d  rese a rch er s  to  
g e n e r a te  m o re  m e a n in g fu l an d  p o lic y -r e le v a n t  in fo r m a tio n  to  a l lo w  a ll p a rties  to  reap  th e  
b e n e f its  fro m  th e s e  c r o ss -b o r d e r  m o v e m e n ts .
T h e  m a g n itu d e , ty p e s  an d  im p a c ts  o f  m ig ra to ry  f lo w s  are n e ith e r  w e l l  k n o w n  n or  
s u ff ic ie n t ly  u n d e r s to o d  an d  m ig r a t io n  ta k e s  a v a r ie ty  o f  fo r m s, d e p e n d in g  o n  th e  ty p e  o f  
c la s s if ic a t io n  sy s te m  a p p lied , su c h  as d o c u m e n te d  an d  u n d o c u m e n te d , tem p o ra ry  v s . p erm a n en t, 
fo r c e d  v s . v o lu n ta r y  m ig ra to ry  m o v e m e n ts , to  o n ly  n a m e  a f e w  c a te g o r ie s . M ig r a t io n  th a t u s e d  to  
b e  la r g e ly  u n i-d im e n s io n a l, u n i-d ir e c t io n a l, an d  p erm a n en t is  n o w  m u lt i-d im e n s io n a l an d  m u lt i­
d ir e c tio n a l, w ith  tem p o ra ry  an d  c ircu la r  p a tters th a t are m o r e  th e  n orm  th a n  th e  e x c e p t io n  
(U n ite d  N a t io n s , 2 0 0 4 ,  p .1 0 ) . A c c o r d in g  to  th e  m o s t  r e c e n t  e s t im a te s  (U n ite d  N a t io n s  P o p u la t io n  
D iv is io n ,  2 0 0 5 ) ,  th e re  are n o w  a b o u t 191 m ill io n  p e o p le  o n  th e  m o v e , an d  th e r e fo r e  th e  q u e s tio n  
n o  lo n g e r  is  w h e th e r  to  h a v e  m ig r a tio n  b u t m o re  so  h o w  to  m a n a g e  it  in  o rd er to  m a x im iz e  its  
p o s it iv e  p o te n tia l an d  m in im iz e  its  n e g a t iv e  e f fe c ts .
In  o rd er to  fo r m u la te  ap p rop r ia te  p o l ic ie s  an d  to  m a k e  in fo r m e d  d e c is io n s ,  c o m p le te  and  
t im e ly  n a tio n a l, r e g io n a l an d  in tern a tio n a l s ta tis t ic s  are n e e d e d . T h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  p e r so n s  h as  
c h a n g e d  w o r ld w id e  an d  in  an  area  o f  g lo b a liz a t io n  it  is  in c r e a s in g ly  d if f ic u lt  to  sa t is fy  c o u n tr ie s ’ 
n e e d s  fo r  u n ifo r m  sta tis tic s . T h e  e a s in g  o f  an d  th e  lib e r a liz a tio n  o f  m o v e m e n ts  th ro u g h  
in te rn a tio n a l a g r e e m e n ts  in  th e  C a rib b ea n  h a s  crea ted  an  u rg en t n e e d  fo r  d ata  an d  p r o c e d u r e s  that 
w o u ld  fa c il ita te  th e  m o n ito r in g  o f  th e  f lo w s  o f  p e o p le  a c r o ss  co u n tr ies .
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W ith  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  th e  C a r ib b ea n  S in g le  M a r k e t an d  E c o n o m y 1 (C S M E ) b y  th e  
C a rib b ea n  C o m m u n ity  (C A R IC O M ) m e m b e r  c o u n tr ie s , th e  su b r e g io n  is  o n  its  w a y  to  im p le m e n t  
th e  fr e e  m o v e m e n t  o f  its  n a tio n a ls  a m o n g  its  m e m b e r  S ta tes. A s  it  sta n d s n o w , o n ly  a s e le c te d  
gro u p  o f  p r o fe s s io n a ls  is  a l lo w e d  to  m o v e  fr e e ly  an d  e s ta b lish  th e ir  b u s in e s s e s  in  a n y  C S M E  
m e m b e r  co u n try . H o w e v e r , th e  f in a l g o a l o n  th e  w a y  to  fu lly  im p le m e n t  th e  v is io n s  o f  th e  C S M E  
i s  to  p r o v id e  fo r  th e  fr e e  m o v e m e n t  o f  a ll n a tio n a ls  o f  C S M E  m e m b e r  S ta tes  a m o n g  th e ir  
co u n tr ie s . A lr e a d y  th e  w id e n in g  g a p  b e tw e e n  th e  m o re  an d  th e  le s s e r  d e v e lo p e d  c o u n tr ie s  w ith in  
th e  C a r ib b ea n  h a s  p r o v id e d  in c e n t iv e s  fo r  m a n y  n a tio n a ls  fro m  p o o rer  c o u n tr ie s  to  s e e k  g r e e n e r  
p a stu re s  in  th e  e c o n o m ic a l ly  m o r e  a ttra ctiv e  is la n d s . A p art fro m  m o n ito r in g  C A R IC O M  
in tr a re g io n a l m o v e m e n ts , m ig ra to ry  f lo w s  fro m  co u n tr ie s  o u ts id e  C A R IC O M  are b e c o m in g  an  
in c r e a s in g  c h a lle n g e  fo r  th e  su b r eg io n . T h e  in c r e a s in g  in f lo w s  o f  u n d o c u m e n te d  m ig ra n ts  
w o r k in g  in  c o n str u c tio n , in  th e  c o m m e r c ia l s e x  in d u stry , an d  in  d ru g -re la ted  c o m m e r c ia l  
a c t iv it ie s  m a k e  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t  o f  a d eq u a te  m o n ito r in g  sy s te m s  an  u rg en t req u irem en t. O th er  
m a tters o f  cr it ica l c o n c e r n  are, o n  th e  o n e  h an d , th e  c o n t in u o u s  lo s s  o f  sk il le d  la b o u r  m a in ly  to  
c o u n tr ie s  su c h  as th e  U n ite d  S ta tes , C a n a d a  an d  th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m  w h ile ,  o n  th e  o th er  h and , 
th e  g r o w in g  n u m b e rs  o f  d ep o rta tio n s  p o s e  g r o w in g  c h a lle n g e s  to  th e ir  r e c e iv in g  co u n tr ie s .
B a s e d  o n  th e  b r ie f  d is c u s s io n  a b o v e  c o n c e r n in g  th e  n e e d  an d  p u r p o se  o f  so u n d  m ig ra tio n  
data, th e  in te n tio n  o f  th is  p a p er  is  to  a s s is t  g o v e r n m e n ts  an d  o th er  c o n c e r n e d  p a rties  in  th e  
su b r e g io n  to  id e n tify , at th e  n a tio n a l an d  r e g io n a l le v e ls ,  a lrea d y  e x is t in g  m e c h a n ism s  fo r  
m ig r a tio n  d ata  c o l le c t io n , m a n a g e m e n t  an d  sh a r in g  an d  to  p r o v id e  g u id a n c e  o n  h o w  to  id e n tify  
an d  b r id g e  th e  st ill e x is t in g  in fo r m a tio n  g a p s  o n  m ig r a t io n  d a ta  in  th e  su b r eg io n . T h e  f ir s t  s e c t io n  
w il l  p r o v id e  a b r ie f  o v e r v ie w  o f  d e m o g r a p h ic  c o n c e p ts  o f  m ig r a tio n  an d  re la ted  d ata  c o l le c t io n  
m e c h a n ism s . T h e  se c o n d  part o f  th e  p a p er  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  th e  p re se n t  s ta tis tic a l in frastru ctu re  and  
o th er  e x is t in g  m e c h a n ism s  fo r  g e n e r a l d ata  c o l le c t io n  in  th e  C arib b ean . It w i l l  a lso  p r o v id e  a 
b r ie f  o v e r v ie w  o f  a lrea d y  e x is t in g  m e c h a n ism s  to  e n h a n c e  h a r m o n iz a tio n  an d  d ata  sh a r in g  in  th e  
C a rib b ea n  th a t c o u ld  e ith er  d ir e c t ly  or in d ir e c t ly  b e n e f it  e ffo r ts  to  e n h a n c e  a v a ila b ility  and  
a c c e s s ib i l ity  o f  m ig r a tio n  data. T h is  w i l l  b e  f o l lo w e d  b y  an  in tr o d u ctio n  in to  a lr ea d y  e x is t in g  
m ig r a tio n -r e la te d  d ata  an d  in fo r m a tio n -sh a r in g  m e c h a n ism s  in  o th er  p arts o f  th e  w o r ld , w ith  a 
p articu lar  fo c u s  o n  a w e ll -e s ta b lis h e d  c o n c e p t  d e v e lo p e d  b y  th e  In tern a tio n a l O r g a n iz a tio n  fo r  
M ig r a tio n  (IO M ). L a s t  b u t n o t  le a s t , th e  r e su lts  o f  a su rv e y  o n  e x is t in g  m ig r a tio n  d ata  c o l le c t io n  
an d  sh a r in g  m e c h a n ism s  a d m in is te r e d  to  o f f ic ia ls  fro m  n a tio n a l C en tra l S ta tis t ica l O f f ic e s  (C S O )  
w h o  p a rtic ip a ted  at a r e g io n a l d e m o g r a p h y  tra in in g  w o r k sh o p  w il l  b e  p resen te d . T h e  stu d y  w ill  
en d  w ith  an  e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  p resen t s itu a tio n  in  th e  C a r ib b ea n  an d  a se t  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  
th e  w a y  fo rw a rd  to  im p r o v e  th e  em p ir ic a l b a s is  fo r  in fo r m e d  p o lic y -  m a k in g  o n  m ig r a tio n  fo r  
in te r e ste d  g o v e r n m e n ts  in  th e  su b r eg io n .
1 CSME website: http://www.caricom.org/jsp/single_market/single_market_index.jsp?menu=csme
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I. Definitions, concepts and data sources
A . D e f in i t io n s  a n d  c o n c e p t s
E ffo r ts  to  m e a su r e  in te rn a tio n a l m ig r a tio n  h a v e  b e e n  c o n t in u a lly  h a m p er ed  b y  th e  fa c t  
th a t n o  a g r e e m e n t h a s  b e e n  re a c h e d  o n  a c o m m o n  d e f in it io n  o f  a m igran t. T h is  la c k  o f  
c o n s is te n c y  an d  c o n fo r m ity  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  th e  m a in  o b s ta c le s  to  se t  u p  m o n ito r in g  s y s te m s  and  
to  o b ta in  a ccu ra te  m e a su r e m e n ts . G e n e r a lly  c o u n tr ie s  a p p ly  th e ir  o w n  d e f in it io n s  a c c o r d in g  to  
th e ir  n e e d s  an d  are o f te n  re lu cta n t to  a d o p t c o n c e p ts  th a t w o u ld  a l lo w  fo r  r e g io n a l and  
in te rn a tio n a l c o h e r e n c e  in  d e f in in g  m ig ra n ts  an d  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  sta tu s in  a g iv e n  co u n try . A  
c o m m o n  e x a m p le  fo r  su ch  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  in c o n s is t e n c ie s  is  th e  u s e  o f  r e s id e n c y  a s a d e f in in g  
fa c to r  fo r  m ig ra n t sta tu s in  s o m e  c a s e s , w h i le  o th e rs  d is t in g u ish  b e tw e e n  n a tio n a ls  an d  n o n ­
n a tio n a ls  a c c o r d in g  to  th e ir  n a tio n a lity  or co u n tr y  o f  b irth .
A c c o r d in g  to  th e  M e th o d s  an d  M a te r ia ls  o f  D e m o g r a p h y  (1 9 7 6 ) ,  in te rn a tio n a l m ig ra to ry  
m o v e m e n ts  ca n  b e  c la s s if ie d  a s tem p o ra ry , p erm a n en t or recu rren t m o v e m e n ts , m o v e m e n ts  o f  
in d iv id u a ls  or en tire  fa m il ie s .  S u c h  m o v e m e n ts  ca n  b e  v o lu n ta r y  or fo r c e d  an d  th e y  ca n  b e  
d o c u m e n te d  or u n d o c u m e n te d . M ig r a t io n  ca n  in v o lv e  o rd er ly  m o v e m e n ts  o f  p e r so n s  fo r  th e  
p u r p o se  o f  tem p o ra ry  la b o r  su p p ly , b u t ca n  a lso  in c lu d e  irreg u la r  sm u g g lin g  an d  tr a ffic k in g  o f  
w o m e n  an d  c h ild re n  fo r  th e  p u r p o se  o f  la b o u r  an d  se x u a l e x p lo ita t io n . A n o th e r  c a te g o r y  
c o n s id e r e d  at t im e s  to  b e  m ig ra n ts  is  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  m o v e  a c r o ss  n a tio n a l b o rd ers o n  a d a ily  
b a s is  fo r  th e  p u r p o se  o f  w o rk .
T o  b e  u s e fu l fo r  fu rth er a n a ly s is  an d  p o lic y -m a k in g  p u r p o se s , d ata  o n  m ig r a tio n  sh o u ld , 
l ik e  a n y  o th er  s ta tis t ic s  c o l le c te d , co r re sp o n d  to  th e  f o l lo w in g  b a s ic  p r in c ip le s  o f  s ta tis tic s  
(F o ld e n , et. al. 2 0 0 7 ):
(a )  Timeliness, i .e . s h o w in g  tren d s o n  cu rren t p r o c e s se s . T e n d e n c ie s  an d  r e v e r s io n  o f  
tren d s in  m ig r a tio n  o f te n  o c c u r  ra p id ly  as a re a c t io n  to  e ith er  e c o n o m ic ,  p o lit ic a l or  
e n v ir o n m e n ta l d is tu r b a n ce s  an d  w o u ld  req u ire  in sta n t re a c t io n  b y  p o l ic y  m a k ers;
(b) Reliability, i.e . th e  u se r  o f  d ata  m u st  b e  a b le  to  tru st th e  d ata  p resen te d . T h is  
m e a n s  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  data, its  so u r c e s  an d  m e th o d o lo g y  o f  c o l le c t io n  a lo n g  w ith  p o s s ib le  
w e a k n e s s e s  a n d /o r  errors m u st  b e  a d e q u a te ly  d o cu m e n ted .
(c )  Comprehensiveness, i .e .  th e  u se r  o f  d ata  sh o u ld  b e  p r o v id e d  w ith  su ff ic ie n t  
te c h n ic a l b a c k g r o u n d  o n  th e  d ata  a n a ly s is  p r o c e s s  to  e n h a n c e  th e  u n d e r sta n d in g  an d  m e a n in g fu l  
in terp re ta tio n  o f  th e  d ata  p resen ted .
T o  p r o v id e  so m e  g u id a n c e  in  th e  sea rch  fo r  a g lo b a lly  a c c e p ta b le  d e f in it io n  o f  w h a t  
c o n s t itu te s  a m ig ra n t, th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  P o p u la t io n  D iv is io n  r e c o m m e n d s  a c la s s if ic a t io n  o f  
m ig ra n ts  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  d u ra tion  o f  th e ir  sta y  in  a co u n tr y  o th er  th an  th a t o f  h is /h e r  u su a l 
r e s id e n c e . T em p o ra ry  m o v e m e n ts  o f  g e n e r a lly  th ree  m o n th s  an d  le s s  fo r  p u r p o se s  o f  recrea tio n , 
fa m ily  an d  b u s in e s s  tr ip s, m e d ic a l trea tm en t or p ilg r im a g e  g e n e r a lly  d o  n o t  c h a n g e  a p e r s o n ’s
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u su a l r e s id e n c e  (U n ite d  N a t io n s , 1 9 9 8 )  an d  are th u s  n o t  to  b e  c o n s id e r e d  m ig ra to ry  m o v e m e n ts .  
C r o ss -b o r d e r  m o v e m e n ts  fro m  th e  co u n tr y  o f  u su a l r e s id e n c e  fo r  at le a s t  a p er io d  o f  th ree  
m o n th s  b u t le s s  th an  12 m o n th s  are c o n s id e r e d  sh o rt-term  m ig ra tio n , b a se d  o n  th e  a ssu m p tio n  
th a t th e  d e s t in a tio n  co u n tr y  is  th e n  c o n s id e r e d  th e  p la c e  o f  u su a l r e s id e n c e . L e a v in g  th e  co u n try  
o f  u su a l r e s id e n c e  fo r  a p er io d  o f  at le a s t  12  m o n th s  an d  a s su m in g  u su a l r e s id e n c e  in  a n o th er  
co u n tr y  is  g e n e r a lly  c la s s if ie d  as lo n g -te r m  m ig ra tio n . N o r m a lly  th e  d is t in c tio n  is  m a d e  b e tw e e n  
p erm a n en t an d  tem p o r a ry  m ig ra n ts , o n  th e  o n e  h an d , an d  ‘fro n tie r  tr a f f ic ’, o n  th e  o th er  h and . 
P e r so n s  r e s id in g  in  fro n tie r  area s m a y  m a k e  fre q u en t m o v e m e n ts  a c r o ss  th e  b ord er , b u t are  
g e n e r a lly  n o t  c o n s id e r e d  m ig ra n ts  an d  sh o u ld  th e r e fo r e  n o t  b e  cap tu red  in  o f f ic ia l  m ig ra tio n  
sta tis tic s .
In  a d d it io n  to  th e  d e f in it io n  b y  d u ration  o f  m ig ra tio n , c o u n tr ie s  sh o u ld  a lso  b e  a b le  to  
d is t in g u ish  b e tw e e n  n a tio n a ls  an d  fo r e ig n e r s  w h o  m a y  en ter  or le a v e  th e ir  co u n try . T h e  
a p p lic a t io n  o f  su c h  a c la s s if ic a t io n  w o u ld  d e f in ite ly  im p a c t  o n  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  and  
im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  s e le c te d  m ig r a tio n  p o l ic ie s  an d  p r o g ra m m es in  th e  c o u n tr ie s  c o n ce rn ed .
F urth er, m ig r a t io n  ca n  b e  c la s s if ie d  as in -  an d  o u t- f lo w , d e p e n d e n t  o n  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  
th e  o b ser v er . C o n se q u e n t ly  a m ig ra n t is  c o n s id e r e d  an  im m ig r a n t  at th e  d e s t in a tio n  co u n tr y  and  
an e m ig r a n t fro m  th e  p o in t  o f  v ie w  o f  th e  se n d in g  co u n try . P e r so n s  o n  th e ir  w a y  to  th e ir  f in a l 
d e s t in a tio n  c r o s s in g  th e  b o rd ers  to  a th ird  co u n tr y  are c o n s id e r e d  tra n sit  m ig ra n ts  in  th e  co u n try  
th e y  p a ss  th ro u g h . H o w e v e r ,  th e re  is  n o  d e ter m in ed  p er io d  o f  t im e  to  d e f in e  tra n sit-sta tu s. 
A c c o r d in g  to  th e  te r m in o lo g y  s u g g e s te d  b y  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  P o p u la t io n  D iv is io n ,  a tra n sito ry  
stin t in  a co u n tr y  o f  le s s  th e n  th r ee  m o n th s  w ith  n o  in te n tio n  o f  e s ta b lish in g  r e s id e n c e  is  n o t  
c o n s id e r e d  a m ig ra to ry  m o v e  an d  th u s  w o u ld  n o t  b e  ca p tu red  in  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  s ta tis tic s . O n  th e  
o th er  h an d , in te n t io n s  to  o n ly  sp en d  a sh o rt p e r io d  o f  t im e  in  a tra n sit  co u n tr y  o n  th e  w a y  to  th e  
fin a l d e s t in a tio n  can , fo r  a v a r ie ty  o f  re a so n s , o f te n  turn  in to  rath er le n g th y  s ta y s  g o in g  b e y o n d  
se v e r a l m o n th s  or e v e n  se v e r a l y e a r s  w ith  y e t  n o  in te n tio n  to  e s ta b lish  p e r m a n e n c y  in  that  
co u n tr y 2.
K n o w in g  w h a t  is  b e h in d  th e  v a r io u s  m ig r a tio n  s ta tis t ic s  p u b lish e d  b y  g o v e r n m e n ts , 
a c a d e m ic  b o d ie s  or th e  p ress  is  cr it ica l to  u n d er sta n d in g  th e  tru e d im e n s io n  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n o n .  
M isu n d e r s ta n d in g s  an d  m is in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e s e  d iffe r e n t  c o n c e p ts  ca n  le a d  to  fa ls e  c o n c lu s io n s  
th a t ca n  c a u se  n e g a t iv e  p u b lic  se n tim e n ts  an d  a n ta g o n ism . T w o  m a in  c o n c e p ts  w il l  b e  b r ie fly  
in tr o d u c e d  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  paragrap h s:
C a se s  v e r s u s  p e r so n s
T h e  p r e v io u s  b r ie f  a n a ly s is  h a s  h ig h lig h te d  th e  m a jo r  d if f ic u lt ie s  in  id e n t ify in g  w h a t  
e x a c t ly  d e te r m in e s  a m igran t. It a ls o  d e m o n stra ted  th a t e v e n  rather s im p lis t ic  c o n c e p ts  su c h  as  
th e  d u ra tion  o f  sta y , a s su g g e s te d  b y  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  P o p u la t io n  D iv is io n ,  ca n  b e c o m e  
c o m p le x  w h e n  a p p lie d  in  p ra ctic a l term s. A n o th e r  to p ic  th a t o f te n  le a d s  to  m isu n d e r s ta n d in g s  in  
th e  a n a ly s is  an d  u n d er sta n d in g  o f  m ig r a tio n  d ata  is  th e  d if fe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  ‘p e r s o n s ’ an d  ‘c a s e s ’ . 
W h ile  im m ig r a tio n  an d  e m ig r a tio n  o f f ic ia ls  g e n e r a lly  reco rd  th e  m o v e m e n ts  o f  p e r so n s , th e y  are
2
A more detailed overview of classification can be found in United Nations (1998, 2004) and in Shryock, H., 
Siegel, J. et al. (1976)
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n o t in  a p o s it io n  to  c r o s s -c h e c k  i f  th e  sa m e  in d iv id u a l h a s  c r o s se d  th e  b o rd er  o n c e  or se v er a l  
t im e s  w ith in  a g iv e n  p er io d . T h u s, th e  r e su lt in g  n u m b e r  o f  c r o ss -b o r d e r  m o v e m e n ts  is  to  b e  
u n d e r s to o d  as n u m b e r  o f  ‘c a s e s ’ and n o t  n u m b e r  o f  ‘p e r s o n s ’ th a t h a v e  en ter ed  or le f t  a g iv e n  
co u n tr y  d u r in g  a cer ta in  p er io d  o f  t im e . In  th e  fu rth er a n a ly s is  o f  su c h  d ata  an d  e v e n  m o re  so  
w h e n  th e  re su lts  o f  su ch  s tu d ie s  are u s e d  as g u id a n c e  fo r  p o lic y  m a k ers, it  is  cr it ica l to  c le a r ly  
in d ic a te  th e  u n d e r ly in g  c o n c e p t  to  a v o id  m is in te r p r e ta tio n s  an d  m isu n d e r s ta n d in g s  b y  th e  f in a l 
u se r s  o f  su c h  data, su ch  as p o l ic y  m a k e rs  or e v e n  th e  w id e r  p u b lic .
S to c k  v e r s u s  f lo w  data
A n o th e r  so u r c e  o f  c o n t in u o u s  m isu n d e r s ta n d in g s  is  th e  d iffe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  s to c k  and  
f lo w  data.
T h e  s to c k s  o f  a p articu lar  g ro u p  o f  in d iv id u a ls  in d ic a te  th e  to ta l n u m b er  o f  p e r so n s  o f  th is  
g ro u p  w h o  are p r e se n tly  at a d e ter m in ed  lo c a t io n  at a cer ta in  p er io d  or p o in t  in  t im e , w h e r e a s  
f lo w s  o f  a p articu lar  p o p u la tio n  g ro u p  e n c o m p a s s  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  b e lo n g in g  to  th is  g ro u p  
w h o  h a v e  arr ived  at, or d ep arted  fro m , a certa in  lo c a t io n  at a cer ta in  p o in t  o r  p er io d  in  t im e .
W ith  th e  l im ite d  in fo r m a tio n  a v a ila b le , it  is  g e n e r a lly  e a s ie r  to  c o m p u te  s to c k  th an  f lo w  
data, s in c e  m o s t  p re se n t  m ig r a tio n  d ata  c o l le c t io n  m e c h a n ism s  (su c h  as c e n s u s e s  an d  o th er  
su r v e y s )  ca n  o n ly  a c c o u n t  fo r  th e  n u m b e r  o f  m ig ra n ts  at a cer ta in  p o in t  in  t im e  in  a g iv e n  cou n try  
an d  o n ly  a f e w  a d m in is tr a t iv e  d ata  c o l le c t io n  sy s te m s , su ch  as p o p u la tio n  re g is te r s , w o u ld  a l lo w  
r e la tin g  c r o ss-b o r d e r  m o v e m e n ts  at th e  co u n tr y  le v e l  to  an  in d iv id u a l. G e n e r a lly  c e n s u s  and  
su rv e y  d ata  are th e  m a in  so u r c e s  fo r  s to c k  d a ta  o n  m ig ra n ts . W h ile  m a n y  c o u n tr ie s  are n o t  in  a 
p o s it io n  to  d e te r m in e  th e ir  m ig ra n t s to c k s , th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  P o p u la t io n  D iv is io n  p r o v id e s  
e s tim a te s  o f  m ig ra n t s to c k s  o n  a reg u la r  b a s is  fo r  th o s e  co u n tr ie s  th a t c o n d u c t  p o p u la tio n  
c e n s u s e s  reg u la r ly . H o w e v e r , in  th e  c a s e  o f  c o u n tr ie s  w ith  lim ite d  d ata  c o l le c t io n  an d  a n a ly s is  
c a p a c it ie s , th e  in fo r m a tio n  p r o v id e d  is  o f te n  o u td a ted  an d  d o e s  n o t  a d e q u a te ly  r e f le c t  th e  p resen t  
situ a tio n . In  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  C a rib b ea n  c o u n tr ie s  w h e r e  c e n s u s  d ata  a n a ly s is  p r o c e d u r e s  are s lo w  
an d  o th er  so u r c e s  to  m o n ito r  th e  o f te n  q u ite  ra p id ly  c h a n g in g  v o lu m e  o f  in  an d  o u t f lo w s  o f  
m ig ra n ts  are o n ly  sp a r se ly  e s ta b lish e d , th e s e  e s t im a te s  o f  s to c k  d ata  ca n  o n ly  p r o v id e  a rather  
g e n e r ic  in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  n u m b e rs  o f  m ig ra n ts  p re se n t  in  a g iv e n  cou n try .
T h e  s to c k -d a ta  p r o v id e  c o n s id e r a b le  v a lu e  fo r  m ig r a tio n  a n a ly s is  in  m a n y  c o u n tr ie s  and  
are in  m a n y  in s ta n c e s  th e  o n ly  in fo r m a tio n  a v a ila b le . In  ord er to  g a in  a d e e p e r  u n d er sta n d in g  o f  
th e  s p e c if ic  c h a lle n g e s  a co u n tr y  fa c e s  in  th is  regard , m a n y  g o v e r n m e n ts  an d  r e se a rch er s  ca ll fo r  
m o r e  in -d e p th  in fo r m a tio n  th a t n e ith e r  s to c k  d ata  n o r  th e  h e a d c o u n t  o f  c r o ss -b o r d e r  m o v e m e n ts  
fo u n d  in  p o p u la tio n  r e g is te r s  ca n  p ro v id e . In  th e s e  c a s e s , it  w o u ld  b e  d e s ir a b le  to  g a in  in s ig h t  
in to  a d d it io n a l s o c io -d e m o g r a p h ic  an d  e c o n o m ic  d e ter m in a n ts  an d  d u ra tion  o f  stay  o f  m ig ra n ts  
in  a g iv e n  co u n tr y  w h ic h  b o th  o f te n  d e ter m in e  a m ig r a n t’s o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  le a r n in g  th e  
la n g u a g e , le v e l  o f  in te g r a tio n  in to  th e  s o c ie ty  o f  th e  r e c e iv in g  co u n try , a c q u ir in g  a w o r k -p e r m it  
or p erm a n en t r e s id e n c e  or e v e n  a cq u ir in g  c it iz e n sh ip .
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B . M ig r a t io n  d a t a  s o u r c e s  a n d  c o l le c t io n  s y s t e m s
D a ta  o n  m ig r a tio n  m a y  b e  d e r iv e d  fro m  a v a r ie ty  o f  so u r c e s . G e n e r a lly  th e  f o l lo w in g  s ix  
c la s s e s  o f  d a ta  so u r c e s  are to  b e  c o n su lte d  (S h r y o c k , 1 9 7 6 , p. 3 5 0 ) ,  c a te g o r iz e d  a c c o r d in g  to  th e ir  
so u r c e s  as fo llo w s :
A d m in is tr a t iv e  data
(a )  S ta t is t ic s  c o l le c te d  o n  th e  o c c a s io n  o f  th e  m o v e m e n ts  o f  p e o p le  a c r o ss
in te rn a tio n a l b o rd ers , m o s t ly  as a b y -p r o d u c t  o f  b o rd er  co n tro l re la ted  a d m in is tr a t iv e  p ro ce d u re s ,  
su c h  as, fo r  e x a m p le , im m ig r a tio n  an d  e m ig r a tio n  cards.
(b ) ‘P a s s e n g e r  s ta t is t ic s ’ o b ta in e d  fro m  a l is t  o f  p a sse n g e r s  o n  se a  or a irport
m a n ife s ts .
(c )  S ta t is t ic s  o f  p a ssp o r ts  an d  o f  a p p lic a t io n s  fo r  p a ssp o r ts , v is a s ,  w o r k  p erm its ,
d ep o r ta tio n  s ta tis t ic s , r e g u la tio n  o f  irreg u la r  m ig ra n ts , etc .
(d )  S ta t is t ic s  o b ta in e d  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  p o p u la tio n  reg isters .
S u r v e y  d ata
(a )  S ta t is t ic s  o b ta in e d  in  c e n s u s  or p e r io d ic  n a tio n a l su r v e y s  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  in q u ir ie s  
re g a rd in g  p r e v io u s  r e s id e n c e , p la c e  o f  b irth  an d  c it iz e n sh ip .
(b ) S ta t is t ic s  c o l le c te d  in  sp e c ia l or p e r io d ic  in q u ir ie s  re g a rd in g  m ig ra tio n , p r e v io u s  
or p re se n t  r e s id e n c e , or c it iz e n sh ip , su c h  as r e g is tra tio n  o f  a lie n s  or a c o u n t  o f  c i t iz e n s  o v e r se a s .
1 . A d m in is t r a t iv e  d a ta
S ta t is t ic s  o n  m ig r a t io n  are n o w  a v a ila b le  fo r  a fa ir  n u m b e r  o f  c o u n tr ie s . F o r  th e  m o s t  part, 
h o w e v e r , su c h  d ata  are o n ly  c o l le c te d  fo r  s p e c if ic  a d m in is tr a t iv e  p u r p o se s  an d  are sca ttered  
th r o u g h  v a r io u s  n a tio n a l c o l le c t in g  an d  p r o c e s s in g  a g e n c ie s  th e m s e lv e s  o f te n  w ith  n e ith e r  fo rm a l 
lin k s  n o r  c o o p e r a tio n  or c o lla b o r a tio n  p r o c e s s e s  in  p la c e . A d m in is tr a t iv e  d ata  are o f te n  c o l le c te d  
fo r  a s p e c if ic  p u r p o se  th a t is  g e n e r a lly  n o t  re la ted  to  m ig ra tio n . T h er e fo re , a t f ir st s ig h t  su ch  
ta b u la t io n s  m ig h t  n o t  p r o v id e  th e  in fo r m a tio n  n e e d e d  a n d /o r  m ig h t  f o l lo w  d iffe r e n t  c a te g o r iz in g  
an d  c la s s if ic a t io n  r e g im e s  th a t m a k e  su c h  d ata , e v e n  i f  th e y  c o n ta in  so m e  m ig r a tio n -r e la te d  
in fo r m a tio n , le s s  co m p a r a b le  to  o th er  s ta tis t ic s  o n  m ig ra n ts . A ls o  a d m in is tra tiv e  r e g is te r s  on  
a lie n s , ta b u la t io n s  o f  w o r k -p e r m its , p a ssp o r t a p p lic a t io n s  an d  v is a s  is s u e d  are o f te n  q u ite  
ir reg u la r  an d  ca n  o f te n  n o t  se r v e  as a c o n s is te n t  an d  r e lia b le  so u r c e  o f  in fo r m a tio n . H o w e v e r ,  
th e ir  a d v a n ta g e  is  th a t r e co r d s  on , fo r  e x a m p le , v is a  a p p lic a t io n s , w o r k -p e r m its , r e g is tra tio n  o f  
fo r e ig n e r s  w ith  n a tio n a l p r o fe s s io n a l b o d ie s  an d  r e g is tra tio n  o f  fo r e ig n  stu d en ts  at u n iv e r s it ie s  
cap tu re  a d d itio n a l in fo r m a tio n  o n  m ig ra n ts  th a t c o u ld  b e  u s e fu l fo r  fu rth er a n a ly s is  o n  th e  
su b jec t. T h e  d o w n s id e  o f  th e s e  d ata  is , h o w e v e r , th a t th e y  are n o t  a lw a y s  re g u la r ly  u p d a te d  an d  
are o f te n  in c o m p le te  s in c e  in  m a n y  in s ta n c e s  th e y  d o  n o t  cap tu re  th e  m o v e m e n ts  o f  s p o u s e s  and
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o th er  fa m ily  m e m b e r s  a lo n g  w ith  th e  in d iv id u a l th a t is  re p r esen te d  in  th e  sy s te m . A  furth er  
h a n d ica p  in  u s in g  r e g is te r  d ata  is  th e  fa c t  th e y  o fte n  re fer  to  d iffe r e n t  p e r io d s  o f  t im e  (ca le n d a r  
y e a r  v s . a d m in is tra tiv e  y e a r )  an d  are th e r e fo r e  o n ly  to  a lim ite d  e x te n t  co m p a ra b le . F o r  e x a m p le , 
p o p u la tio n  r e g is te r s  o f te n  re fer  to  a c a len d a r  y ea r , c e n s u s  an d  su rv e y  d ata  to  a s p e c if ic  p er io d  
d e fin e d , an d  r e g is te r  d ata  re fer  to  a d m in is tra tiv e  y e a r s  startin g  an d  e n d in g  at d iffe r e n t  p o in ts  in  
t im e  (o th e r  th an  m id -y e a r  or e n d -y e a r )  in  th e  c o u r se  o f  a ca len d a r  year .
2 . P o p u la t io n  r e g is t e r s
P o p u la t io n  r e g is te r s  are th e  o n ly  a d m in is tr a t iv e  to o l th a t h a s  b e e n  d e s ig n e d  to  k e e p  track  
o f  m o v e m e n ts  o f  p e r so n s  w ith in  an d  a c r o ss  n a tio n a l b ord ers . T h e r e fo r e  a fu lly  d e v e lo p e d  sy s te m  
o f  n a tio n a l p o p u la tio n  a c c o u n t in g  w o u ld  p r o v id e  a c o m p le te  o v e r v ie w  o f  m o v e m e n ts  in to , 
th ro u g h  an d  o u t o f  a cou n try . H o w e v e r , o n ly  v e r y  f e w  c o u n tr ie s  d o  h a v e  su ch  e la b o r a te  sy s te m s  
fro m  w h ic h  to  d e r iv e  sa t is fa c to r y  m ig r a t io n  s ta tis tic s . A p a rt fro m  a n u m b er  o f  c o u n tr ie s  in  
E u ro p e , su ch  as G e rm a n y , D e n m a r k  an d  S w e d e n  a m o n g s t  o th ers, in  th e  C a rib b ea n , o n ly  C u b a  
h a s su c h  a s y s te m  in  p la ce .
3 . C e n s u s  a n d  s u r v e y  d a ta
P o p u la t io n  c e n s u s e s  are in  m a n y  c o u n tr ie s  th e  o n ly  r e lia b le  so u r c e  fo r  d ata  o n  m ig ra tio n  
an d  a d d itio n a l s o c io -e c o n o m ic  in fo r m a tio n  o n  m ig ra n ts . C e n s u s e s  or n a tio n a l sa m p le  su r v e y s  on  
p o p u la tio n  g e n e r a lly  in c lu d e  q u e s t io n s  o n  n a tiv ity  an d  r e s id e n c e  ab road . W h ile  th e  r e sp o n se s  to  
th e  q u e s t io n s  ca p tu r in g  n a tiv ity  p r o v id e  an  a c c o u n t o f  fo r e ig n -b o r n  p e r so n s  in  th e  co u n tr y  at th e  
c e n s u s  d ate , th e  in fo r m a tio n  o n  r e s id e n c y  ab road  a ls o  g iv e s  in s ig h t  in to  m ig ra to ry  m o v e m e n ts  o f  
b o th  th e  c e n s u s  p o p u la tio n  o f  n a t iv e s  an d  fo r e ig n  b orn . H o w e v e r ,  su c h  su r v e y s  e x c lu d e  a ll th o se  
p e r so n s  w h o  h a v e  le f t  a g iv e n  co u n try  an d  w h o  are n o  lo n g e r  part o f  a h o u s e h o ld  r e s id in g  in  th e  
co u n tr y  o f  en u m era tio n . A ls o  th e  c e n s u s  c o v e r s  o n ly  p e r s o n s  w h o  are an d  w e r e  a liv e  b o th  at th e  
c e n s u s  d a te  an d  th e  p r e v io u s  s p e c if ie d  d ate. H e n c e  th e  n u m b e r  o f  im m ig r a n ts  d e r iv e d  fro m  a 
c e n s u s  is  d e f ic ie n t , a s a c o u n t  o f  im m ig r a n ts  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  b e tw e e n  th e  p r e v io u s  d a te  an d  th e  
c e n s u s  b y  th e  n u m b e r  o f  c h ild re n  b o rn  ab road  d u r in g  th is  p er io d  w h o  m ig ra ted  in to  th e  cou n try , 
an d  b y  th e  n u m b e r  o f  im m ig r a n ts  w h o  d ie d  ab road  or w h o  retu rn ed  to  th e  co u n tr y  o f  o r ig in  
d u r in g  th e  p er io d  (S h r y o c k , et. a l., 1 9 7 6 ) . W h ile  th e  c e n s u s  ca p tu res s o m e  d ep artu res, th e y
c a n n o t p ro p er ly  b e  v ie w e d  as r e f le c t in g  th e  tru e s c o p e  o f  n e t  e m ig r a tio n  b e c a u s e  th e y  fa il to
cap tu re  th e  d ep artu re o f  p e r so n s  w h o  w e r e  l iv in g  in  th e  co u n tr y  p rior  to  th e  m ig r a t io n  p er io d . 
F urth er, c e n s u s e s  an d  su r v e y s  c a n n o t p r o v id e  a ccu ra te  an d  c o m p le te  sep a ra te  in fo r m a tio n  o n  and  
im m ig r a tio n  an d  e m ig r a tio n  fo r  a co u n tr y  an d  are th e r e fo r e  th e  m a in  so u r c e  fo r  e s t im a tin g  
m ig ra n t s to c k s  ( s e e  a ls o  s e c t io n  I A ) . A ls o ,  fo r e ig n -b o r n  p e r so n s  w ith  v a r io u s  r e s id e n c e  s ta tu se s  
are o fte n  a c c o u n te d  fo r  in  m o re  th an  o n e  co u n try . C a te g o r ie s  su ch  as n a t iv e s  an d  a lie n s , c iv il ia n s  
an d  m ilita r y  p e r so n n e l, an d  p e r so n s  w ith  p erm a n en t r e s id e n c e  m ig h t  f o l lo w  d iffe r e n t  d e f in it io n s  
fro m  co u n try  to  co u n try  an d  th u s  a l lo w  fo r  o n ly  l im ite d  co m p a r a b ility  o f  d ata  c o l le c te d  u n d er  at 
f ir s t  s ig h t  s im ila r  c a te g o r ie s .
M a n y  su r v e y s  e x p e c t  to  g a in  in s ig h t  in to  th e  v o lu m e  an d  ch a r a c te r is tic s  o f  im m ig r a tio n  
th ro u g h  d ata  o n  n a tio n a lity . H o w e v e r , n a tu ra lize d  p e r so n s  w o u ld , i f  n a tio n a lity  is  u s e d  a s a b a s ic
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c o n c e p t  to  cap tu re  m ig ra tio n , n o  lo n g e r  c o u n t a s m ig ra n ts  b u t a s  n a tio n a ls . D e p e n d in g  o n  th e  
in te re st  o f  th e  resea rch er , a p p ly in g  a c o n c e p t  o f  n a tiv ity  w o u ld  g iv e  a m o r e  d e ta ile d  a c c o u n t  o f  
fo r e ig n  b orn  p e r so n s , w h o  w o u ld  st ill b e  c o n s id e r e d  m ig ra n ts , e v e n  i f  th e y  h ad  a cq u ired  
c it iz e n sh ip  at th e  t im e  o f  th e  su rv ey .
W h e r e  c o n c e p ts  o f  n a tio n a lity  an d  n o t  co u n tr y  o f  o r ig in  are a p p lie d , th e  n u m b e r  o f  
m ig ra n ts  m ig h t  s im p ly  v a ry  a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  d if fe r e n c e s  in  im m ig r a t io n  an d  n a tu ra liza tio n  
p r o c e d u r e s  in  th e  c o u n tr ie s  c o n s id e r e d . W h ile  s o m e  c o u n tr ie s  p u rsu e  rath er p r o g r e s s iv e  an d  fa st  
im m ig r a t io n  an d  n a tu ra liza tio n  p ro ce d u re s , o th ers are far  m o r e  re lu cta n t to  p r o v id e  su c h  a 
p erm a n en t sta tu s. A s  a c o n s e q u e n c e , th e  la tter  w o u ld  en d  u p  w ith  m o re  m ig ra n ts  in  th e  co u n try  
th an  th e  fo rm er , s im p ly  as a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  a d m in is tr a t iv e  p r o c e d u r e s  an d  n o t  as a fa c tu a l 
d iffe r e n c e  in  th e  n u m b e r  o f  fo r e ig n e r s  in  th a t co u n try . T h e r e fo r e  d ata  b a se d  o n  n a tiv ity  ( i f  
a v a ila b le )  sh o u ld  b e  m o re  c o n s is te n t  an d  th u s  b ette r  co m p a ra b le . T h e y  a ls o  o f te n  se r v e  to  f i l l  th e  
g a p  in  a s s e s s in g  m ig r a t io n  w h e n  fro n tie r  co n tro l, su r v e y  an d  o th er  a d m in is tr a t iv e  d ata  are  
la c k in g , are p o o r  or are o f  q u e s tio n a b le  q u a lity .
S p e c ia l su r v e y s  to  e la b o r a te  o n  in d iv id u a l m ig r a t io n  h is to r ie s  or to  g a th e r  a d d itio n a l 
in fo r m a tio n  o n  v a r io u s  s o c io -d e m o g r a p h ic  an d  e c o n o m ic  a sp e c ts  o f  m ig ra n ts  are o fte n  
c o n d u c te d  b y  a c a d e m ic  in s t itu t io n s  an d  rese a rch er s  an d  at t im e s  b y  g o v e r n m e n t  re se a rch  b o d ie s  
w ith in  v a r io u s  m in is tr ie s . W h ile  su ch  s tu d ie s  c a n n o t r e p la c e  d ata  an d  in fo r m a tio n  c o l le c te d  b y  
p o p u la tio n  c e n s u s e s  an d  su r v e y s  or a d m in is tra tiv e  p ro ce d u re s , th e y  p r o v id e  an  in -d e p th  a n a ly s is  
o f  s e le c te d  a sp e c ts  o f  m ig r a tio n  th a t a d m in is tra tiv e  d ata  an d  th e  a b o v e  c ite d  stand ard  to o ls  
g e n e r a lly  c a n n o t o ffe r , su c h  as s o c io -d e m o g r a p h ic  c h a ra c ter is tic s  o f  m ig ra n ts  an d  m ig ra tio n  
h is to r ie s , to  o n ly  n a m e  a fe w . A ls o ,  su c h  a s s e s s m e n ts  a l lo w  g a in in g  in s ig h t  in to  s e n s it iv e  areas  
as, fo r  e x a m p le , u n d o c u m e n te d  an d  i l le g a l m o v e m e n ts  o f  p e r s o n s  re la ted  to  sm u g g lin g  and  
tr a ff ic k in g , u n d o c u m e n te d  la b o r  or se x u a l e x p lo ita t io n  o f  w o m e n  an d  c h ild re n  o u ts id e  th e ir  
h o m e  cou n try .
A  n o te  o n  a m o re  g en er a l m a tter  is  th e  fa c t  th a t m o s t  c o u n tr ie s  d is p o s e  o f  b ette r  
in fo r m a tio n  o n  im m ig r a tio n  th an  e m ig r a tio n , s im p ly  b e c a u s e  c o u n tr ie s  are g e n e r a lly  m o re  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t w h o  en ters  th a n  w h o  le a v e s  th e ir  territory . T h e r e fo r e  in  ord er to  e x p a n d  th e  
n a tio n a l k n o w le d g e -b a s e  o n  m ig ra tio n , it  is  in d isp e n sa b le  to  c o lla b o r a te  c lo s e ly  w ith  b o th , th e  
so u r c e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  im m ig r a n ts  as w e l l  a s  th e  d e s t in a tio n  c o u n tr ie s  o f  o n e ’s n a tio n a ls .
4 . D a ta  q u a l i ty
T h e  q u a lity  o f  in te rn a tio n a l m ig r a t io n  d a ta  v a r ie s  fro m  co u n tr y  to  co u n tr y  an d  fro m  
so u r c e  to  so u rce . G e n e r a lly  m ig r a t io n  d ata  b a se d  o n  fro n tie r  co n tro l o p e r a t io n s  is  m u c h  p o o rer  
th an  th a t o f  c e n s u s  c o u n ts  or b irth  an d  d ea th  re g is tra tio n s . T h e  p o o r  q u a lity  o f  b o rd er  co n tro l data  
i s  m a in ly  d u e  to  th e  fa c t  th a t th e re  are m a n y  fo r m s o f  in te rn a tio n a l m o v e m e n ts  th a t are n e ith e r  
e a s y  to  id e n tify  n o r  to  c la s s ify .  A ls o ,  s in c e  g e n e r a lly  c o u n tr ie s  h a v e  m o re  co n tro l o v e r  th e  in -  
th an  o u t f lo w  o f  p e r so n s , d ata  o n  im m ig r a tio n  is  g e n e r a lly  b e tte r  th an  d ata  o n  o u t-m ig ra tio n . 
F urth er, c la s s if ic a t io n s  b a se d  o n  th e  d u ration  o f  sta y  or p u r p o se  o f  stay  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  
sta te m e n ts  m a d e  b y  m ig ra n ts  w h o s e  actu a l m o v e m e n ts  m ig h t  n o t  co r re sp o n d  w ith  th e  sta te m e n ts  
m a d e  ea r lie r  o n  th e  im m ig r a tio n  fo rm  u p o n  en try  o f  th e  d e s t in a tio n  cou n try . G e n e r a lly , a f ir st
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s ig h t  s im p le  a im  o f  c o u n tin g  p e r so n s  c r o s s in g  in tern a tio n a l b o rd ers o f te n  p o s e s  an  
in su r m o u n ta b le  c h a lle n g e , p a r ticu la r ly  in  co u n tr ie s  w ith  w e a k  b o rd er  co n tro l s y s te m s  a n d /o r  
la r g e  b o u n d a r ie s  th a t are p o o r ly  co n tr o lle d . F in a lly , a s  d is c u s s e d  ea r lier  in  th is  p ap er, th e  
c o m p le x ity  an d  d iv e r s ity  o f  d e f in it io n  an d  c la s s if ic a t io n  sy s te m s  a p p lie d  in  d iffe r e n t  co u n tr ie s  
se r io u s ly  im p e d e  in te rn a tio n a l co m p a r a b ility  o f  data.
W h ile  th is  b r ie f  a n a ly s is  h a s  h ig h lig h te d  th e  m a jo r  o b s ta c le s  in  a s s e s s in g  in f lo w  and  
o u tf lo w  o f  m ig ra n ts , an  e v e n  b ig g e r  c h a lle n g e  l ie s  a h ea d  i f  e f fo r ts  are u n d er ta k en  to  a ls o  in c lu d e  
ir reg u la r  an d  u n d o c u m e n te d  m ig ra to ry  f lo w s . In  m o s t  in s ta n c e s , th e s e  s trea m s are a c c o r d in g  to  
th e ir  n atu re, u n d e r c o v e r , o f te n  d is g u is e d  as fo rm a l m ig r a tio n  an d  th u s  in  m a n y  c a s e s  d if f ic u lt  to  
r e c o g n iz e  an d  a c c o u n t  for. V a r io u s  t o o ls  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  to  a ls o  a c c o u n t  fo r  su c h  stream s. 
F o r  e x a m p le , th e  In tern a tio n a l L a b o r  O r g a n isa tio n  (IL O ) an d  th e  IO M  h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  v a r io u s  
ty p e s  o f  s p e c ia l a s s e s s m e n t  to o ls  to  a lso  g e t  a h a n d le  o n  th e  g r o w in g  n u m b e rs  o f  in fo r m a l and  
u n d o c u m e n te d  c r o ss-b o r d e r  m o v e m e n ts .3
II. Organization of data collection in the Caribbean
M e c h a n is m s  fo r  d ata  c o l le c t io n , m a n a g e m e n t  an d  sh a r in g  are h ig h ly  d e p e n d e n t  o n  th e  
a v a ila b le  s ta tis tica l in fra stru ctu re  in  a g iv e n  co u n tr y  or re g io n . T h e  ty p e s  o f  d ata  c o l le c te d ,  
a n a ly s is  u n d er ta k en  an d  in fo r m a tio n  sh ared  an d  p u b lish e d  d e p e n d s  o n  le g a l p r o v is io n s  as w e l l  as  
th e  e x is te n c e  or n o n -e x is te n c e  o f  th e  n e c e s sa r y  in frastru ctu re  to  fa c il ita te  su ch  a p r o c e ss . F urther, 
a c c e s s  to  r e so u r c e s , h u m a n , in fo r m a tio n  t e c h n o lo g y  (IT ) an d  f in a n c ia l, is  o f te n  d e c is iv e  in  su ch  
m atters. W h ile  th e  d e v e lo p e d  w o r ld  an d  s o m e  o f  th e  m o re  d e v e lo p e d  d e v e lo p in g  c o u n tr ie s  ten d  
to  h a v e  m o r e  so p h is t ic a te d  a p p r o a c h e s  to  d ata  c o l le c t io n , m a n a g e m e n t  an d  sh a rin g , C a rib b ea n  
S m a ll I s la n d  D e v e lo p in g  S ta tes  ( S I D S )  o f te n  fa c e  a v a r ie ty  o f  h u r d le s  an d  o b s ta c le s  th a t p rev e n t  
g o o d  p r a c tic e  in  d ata  c o l le c t io n .
A . T h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  in f r a s t r u c t u r e  in  C a r ib b e a n  c o u n tr ie s 4
T h e  p u r p o se  o f  th is  s e c t io n  is  to  p r o v id e  a sn a p sh o t  o f  th e  le g a l an d  in stitu tio n a l  
fr a m e w o r k  th a t g u id e  th e  a d m in istra tio n  o f  s ta tis tic s  an d  d ata  c o l le c t io n  in  C a r ib b ea n  co u n tr ie s ,  
m a in ly  re ferr in g  to  th e  E n g lis h -s p e a k in g  C arib b ean . W ith  a f e w  e x c e p t io n s , C S O s  in  th e  
C a rib b ea n  are c h a ra c ter ize d  b y  s m a lln e s s , l im ite d  a c c e s s  to  h u m a n , IT  an d  f in a n c ia l r e so u r c e s  
an d  o fte n  l it t le  v is ib i l i ty  in  th e  p u b lic  a d m in istra tio n .
3 More information can be derived from the following web-sites: www.ilo.org: www.iom.int
4 The following paragraphs draws mainly on three ECLAC publications: ECLAC (2002), ECLAC (2003), ECLAC 
(2005).
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A c c o r d in g  to  th e  f in d in g s  o f  a su rv e y  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  E c o n o m ic  C o m m is s io n  fo r  L a tin  
A m e r ic a  an d  th e  C a r ib b ea n  (E C L A C ) ( 2 0 0 5 ) ,  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  d ire c to rs  o f  C S O s  rep ort to  a 
p erm a n en t secreta ry  w ith in  th e  m in is tr ie s  o f  f in a n c e , p la n n in g  or an  o f f ic e  o f  th e  g o v e r n o r  in  th e  
c a s e  o f  n o n - in d e p e n d e n t  c o u n tr ie s  an d  o n ly  a f e w  o f  th e  d ire c to rs  are th e m s e lv e s  at th e  le v e l  o f  a 
p erm a n en t secreta ry  or h ig h er . D ir e c to r s  o f  C S O s  in d ic a te d  th a t a m o r e  e le v a te d  sta tu s w ith in  
th e ir  g o v e r n m e n t’s a d m in istra tio n  w o u ld  p r o v id e  d ire c t  a c c e s s  to  th e  m in is te r ia l or h ig h e r  le v e l  
th a t c o u ld  p r o v id e  a g rea ter  le v e r a g e  re g a rd in g  th e  a c q u is it io n  o f  r e so u r c e s  a s  w e l l  a s w ith  th e  
im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  certa in  p ro g ra m m es. T h is  w o u ld  a ls o  p r o v id e  a h ig h e r  le v e l  o f  a u to n o m y  w ith  
le s s  d e c is io n -m a k in g  la y e r s  r e g a rd in g  a c c e s s  to  r e so u r c e s  or th e  a p p ro v a l o f  p r o g r a m m e s and  
o th er  a c t iv it ie s . A c r o s s  th e  su b r eg io n , C S O s  h a v e  a v a r ie ty  o f  s ta tu se s  o f  a u to n o m y  r a n g in g  fro m  
b e in g  in d e p e n d e n t  a s  in  th e  c a s e  o f  J a m a ica , to  b e  c o n s is t in g  o f  a u n it  w ith in  a d ep a rtm en t in  a 
m in is tr y  in  s o m e  o th er  co u n tr ie s . T h e  sta tu s o f  th e  d ire cto r  o f  a C S O  a ls o  im p a c ts  o n  th e  
b u d g eta ry  p r o c e ss . S e v er a l c o u n tr ie s  rep o rted  to  b e  s o le ly  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  p rep ara tion  o f  th e ir  
an n u al b u d g e t  an d  o n ly  a f e w  (A n g u illa , B e r m u d a , C a y m a n  Is la n d s , D o m in ic a ,  J a m a ica  and  
S a in t L u c ia )  w e r e  a ls o  fr e e  to  sp en d  th e  a p p r o v ed  b u d g e t  w ith o u t  th e  n e e d  fo r  a d d itio n a l 
a p p ro v a l. A ls o ,  in  th e  c a s e  o f  m o s t  co u n tr ie s , o th er  a g e n c ie s  are in v o lv e d  in  d ata  c o l le c t io n ,  
sto ra g e , a n a ly s is  an d  d is se m in a t io n . T o d a y  se v e r a l m in is tr ie s  h a v e  stro n g  sta tis tic a l u n its  that  
fu n c t io n  o u ts id e  an d  apart fro m  th e  n a tio n a l C S O s. In  th e  C a rib b ea n , th e s e  are m a in ly  (E C L A C  
2 0 0 5 )  th e  f o l lo w in g  g o v e r n m e n ta l in stitu tio n s:
•  T h e  C en tra l B a n k ;
•  T h e  M in is tr y  o f  A g r ic u ltu re ;
•  T h e  M in is tr y  o f  E d u c a tio n ;
•  T h e  M in is tr y  o f  F in a n c e /P la n n in g ;
•  T h e  M in is tr y  o f  H ea lth ;
•  T h e  M in is tr y  o f  S o c ia l D e v e lo p m e n t .
T h e  re la t io n sh ip  a m o n g  th e s e  o r g a n iz a tio n s  an d  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  C S O s  is  n o t  th e  sa m e  
th r o u g h o u t th e  C a rib b ea n  in  ter m s o f  c o o r d in a tio n  o f  s ta tis tica l a c t iv it ie s .  W h ile  in  so m e  
c o u n tr ie s  th e  n a tio n a l C S O  m ig h t  b e  a w a re  o f  v a r io u s  a c t iv it ie s  u n d er ta k en  b y  th e s e  o u ts id e  data  
c o l le c t in g  b o d ie s ,  th e y  q u ite  o f te n  h a v e  l it t le  co n tro l o v e r  te c h n ic a l a sp e c ts  o f  th e  tre a tm en t o f  
d ata  c o l le c te d  an d  a n a ly z e d . T h e  c lo s e s t  re la t io n sh ip  s e e m s  to  e x is t  b e tw e e n  th e  n a tio n a l C S O s  
an d  th e  cen tra l b a n k s. T h is  g e n er a l la c k  o f  c o o p e r a t io n  an d  c o o r d in a tio n  o fte n  r e su lts  in  a 
n u m b e r  o f  k e y  p r o b le m s  (E C L A C  2 0 0 3 ):
•  L a c k  o f  c o o r d in a tio n  an d  in teg ra tio n ;
•  P o o r  c o o r d in a tio n  o f  la r g e -s c a le  research ;
•  In c o m p a tib ility  o f  m e a su r e m e n t in stru m e n ts  an d  d ata  rep resen ta tio n ;
•  L a c k  o f  p ro p er  d o c u m e n ta tio n  an d  a v a ila b ility  o f  m eta -d a ta ;
•  L a c k  o f  a c o n s is te n t  an d  c o h e r e n t  le g a l fr a m e w o r k  g u id in g  th e  a d m in istra tio n  o f
d ata  an d  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  b o d ie s ;
•  L a c k  o f  tran sp aren t sy s te m s  an d  e f f ic ie n t  m e c h a n ism s  fo r  d ata  an d  k n o w le d g e  
sh arin g .
1. Operation modalities
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A c c o r d in g  to  th e  a b o v e  s tu d ie s  c o n d u c te d  b y  E C L A C , g e n e r a lly  th e re  s e e m s  to  b e  lit t le  
d u p lic a tio n  in  th e  c o l le c t io n  o f  a d m in is tr a t iv e  ty p e  s ta tis t ic s , s in c e  th e y  are p r im a rily  c o l le c te d  
fo r  a s p e c if ic  p u r p o se  o f  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  o r g a n iz a tio n  or g o v e r n m e n t  en tity . H o w e v e r , g iv e n  th e  
g e n e r a lly  w e a k  p o s it io n  o f  th e  n a tio n a l C S O s  an d  th e  la c k  o f  a n a tio n a l c o o r d in a tin g  b o d y , m a n y  
in s t itu t io n s  are n o t  a w a re  o f  d ata  c o l le c t io n  e ffo r ts  u n d er ta k en  b y  o th e rs  th a t m ig h t  p r o v id e  v ita l 
in fo r m a tio n  fo r  th e ir  o w n  p u r p o se s .
2 . F u n c t io n s  o f  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a g e n c ie s  a n d  le g a l  f r a m e w o r k
S ta t is t ic s  o f f ic e s  in  th e  C a r ib b ea n  are a ll g o v e r n e d  b y  s ta tis t ic s  a c ts  th a t g u id e  and  
r e g u la te  th e  c o l le c t io n , c o m p ila t io n  an d  d is se m in a t io n  o f  d ata , w h ic h  e n c o m p a s s  fo u r  m ajor  
areas o f  r e sp o n s ib ility :
C e n su s  tak in g ;
C o lle c t io n , c o m p ila t io n , a n a ly s is  an d  p u b lish in g  o f  s ta tis tica l in fo rm a tio n ;  
C o lla b o r a tio n  w ith  d ep a rtm en ts  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  in  th e  c o l le c t io n , c o m p ila t io n ,  
a n a ly s is  an d  p u b lic a t io n  o f  s ta tis tica l r e co r d s  o f  a d m in istra tio n ; an d  
O r g a n iz in g  a c o o r d in a te d  sc h e m e  o f  so c ia l an d  e c o n o m ic  sta tis tic s .
W h ile  th e s e  a c ts  p r o v id e  th e  C S O s  w ith  th e  a u th o rity  to  u n d er ta k e  th e  a b o v e  l is te d  co r e  
a c t iv it ie s ,  th e y  d o  n o t  p r o v id e  fo r  a d eq u a te  a c c e s s  to  th e  r e so u r c e s  n e c e s sa r y  to  c o n d u c t  th e s e  
e x e r c is e s .  L e g is la t io n  to  p erfo rm  sta tis tica l a c t iv it ie s  w a s  p u t in  p la c e  as ea r ly  a s  1 9 4 9  in  th e  c a s e  
o f  J a m a ica  w ith  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  c o u n tr ie s  f o l lo w in g  su it in  th e  1 9 5 0 s  an d  ea r ly  1 9 6 0 s .  
H o w e v e r , m o s t  c o u n tr ie s  in d ic a te  th a t th e s e  le g a l p r o v is io n s  n o  lo n g e r  m e e t  th e  r e q u ir em en ts  o f  
th e ir  o r g a n iz a tio n s  in  th e  tw e n ty - f ir s t  cen tu ry . H o w e v e r , o n ly  v e r y  lit t le  e ffo r t  h a s  b e e n  
u n d er ta k en  to  r e v is e  or re fo rm  e x is t in g  sta tis tica l a c ts  an d  o th er  re la ted  le g a l p r o v is io n s .
3 . H u m a n  r e s o u r c e s
T h e  a b o v e -c ite d  stu d y  (E C L A C  2 0 0 5 )  a ls o  e x a m in e d  th e  s ta ff in g  o f  s ta tis tic a l a g e n c ie s  
w ith  regard  to  q u a lif ic a t io n s  an d  tra in in g  r e c e iv e d . A c c o r d in g  to  th e  r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  
q u e stio n n a ire , o n ly  31  p er  c e n t  o f  a ll s t a f f  h ad  s o m e  ty p e  o f  a d e g r e e , w ith  a c o n s id e r a b le  v a r ie ty  
a m o n g  th e  c o u n tr ie s  su rv e y ed . F urth er, an  o v e r a ll 73  p er  c e n t  h ad  r e c e iv e d  s o m e  ‘su b je c t  m a tter ’ 
tra in in g  o n  th e  jo b . H o w e v e r , fa c to r in g  in  th e  g e n e r a lly  h ig h  s ta f f  tu rn o v er , th e  stu d y  fo u n d  that  
p a rticu la r ly  n e w  recru its  o f te n  la c k e d  th e  su b je c t  m atter  k n o w le d g e  an d  th e  in st itu t io n a l m em o ry .
4 . E q u ip m e n t
In  sp ite  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  n a tio n a l C S O s  rep orted  h a v in g  s u ff ic ie n t  or  
n ea r ly  s u ff ic ie n t  IT  e q u ip m en t, r e sp o n d e n ts  a d m itted  th a t c a lc u la to r s  w e r e  st ill fea tu r in g  
p r o m in e n tly  in  th e  d a y -to -d a y  o p era tio n s . T h e  u s e  o f  In te rn e t-b a se d  p u b lic a tio n  an d  d ata  sh arin g  
m e c h a n ism s  ( D S M )  is  st ill rath er lim ited ; an d  w h i le  s o m e  c o u n tr ie s  h a v e  b e g u n  to  p u b lish  th e ir  
c e n s u s  an d  o th er  d ata  o n  th e ir  w e b s it e s ,  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  c o u n tr ie s  are s t ill  r e lu cta n t to  d o  so .
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H o w e v e r , as th e  u s e  o f  t e c h n o lo g y  b e c o m e s  m o re  p ro m in e n t an d  t im e ly , is s u e s  o f  d ata  se cu r ity  
n e e d  to  b e  a d d r esse d  w ith  u tm o s t  p rior ity .
5 . S t a t is t ic a l  m e t h o d s  a n d  d e f in i t io n s
In  a d d it io n  to  th e  n e e d  to  u p g r a d e  h u m a n  r e so u r c e  c a p a c ity  an d  IT  a c c e s s ib i l ity ,  th e re  is  
an u rg en t n e e d  to  s tr e a m lin e  an d  sta n d a rd iz e  s ta tis tica l m e th o d s  an d  d e f in it io n s  at th e  n a tio n a l 
le v e l  an d  e v e n  m o r e  so  a c r o ss  th e  su b r eg io n . W h ile  it m ig h t  n o t  b e  im m e d ia te ly  p o s s ib le  to  
a c h ie v e  c o m m o n  stan d ard s in  e v e r y  in s ta n c e , a c o r e  se t  o f  d e f in it io n s  o n  an  a g re ed  u p o n  se t  o f  
v a r ia b le s  c o u ld  m ark  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th is  cr it ica l an d  u r g en t p r o c e s s  ( s e e  a lso  s e c t io n  III).
A ls o ,  in  o rd er to  b e  a b le  to  a d e q u a te ly  u s e  th e  in fo r m a tio n  a v a ila b le , m eta -d a ta  su ch  as  
th e  in fo r m a tio n  o n  d ata  q u a lity  an d  a p p lie d  d e f in it io n s  an d  c o n c e p ts  n e e d  to  b e  su p p lie d  to  th e  
u ser s . H e n c e  p ro p er  d o c u m e n ta tio n  o n  q u a lif ie r s  o f  d ata  q u a lity , p ro d u c tio n  d a te s  and  
m e th o d o lo g ie s  m u st  b e  m a d e  a v a ila b le  to  th e  en d  u se r  o f  su ch  data. G u id a n c e  a s to  h o w  to  
e s ta b lish  su c h  a p r o c e s s  h a s  b e e n  p r o v id e d  in  th e  rea lm  o f  e c o n o m ic  s ta tis t ic s  b y  th e  
In tern a tio n a l M o n e ta r y  F u n d  (IM F ) in  its  G en era l D a ta  D is s e m in a t io n  S y s te m  ( G D D S )  an d  th e  
S p e c ia l D a ta  D is s e m in a t io n  S y s te m  ( S D D S ) 5. T h e  m a in  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  G D D S  c o u ld  a ls o  b e  
a p p lie d  to  o th e r  areas o f  d ata  c o l le c t io n . S o  far, h o w e v e r , C a r ib b ea n  c o u n tr ie s  h a v e  n o t  y e t  
a d o p ted  su c h  m e c h a n ism s  n o r  s ig n e d  o n  to  a n y  o f  th e s e  fr a m e w o r k s . F u rth er g u id a n c e  on  
sta tis tica l an d  o p era tio n a l p r o c e d u r e s  ca n  a lso  b e  d e r iv e d  fro m  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  F u n d a m e n ta l  
P r in c ip le s  o f  O ff ic ia l  S ta t is t ic s  th a t c o m p r ise  a se t  o f  n in e  p r in c ip le s  c o v e r in g  is s u e s  su c h  as data  
c o l le c t io n , d ata  sh arin g , p r o fe s s io n a l stan d ard s an d  e th ic s , a c c o u n ta b il ity  an d  tra n sp a r en cy  and  
le g is la t io n 6.
S o m e  e ffo r ts  h a v e  b e e n  u n d er ta k en  at th e  C a r ib b ea n  le v e l  to  d e v e lo p  c o m m o n  
m e th o d o lo g ie s  ( s e e  a lso  s e c t io n  III) in  r e sp e c t  to  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  d ata  an d  su r v e y s . O n e  su ch  
e x a m p le  is  th e  u s e  o f  a j o in t  q u e stio n n a ir e  fo r  th e  2 0 0 0  c e n s u s  rou n d  in  th e  O r g a n iz a tio n  o f  
E a ste rn  C a rib b ea n  S ta tes  (O E C S )  m e m b e r  c o u n tr ie s . T h e  O E C S  h a s  fu rth er se t  th e  e x a m p le  in  
h a r m o n iz a tio n  o f  s ta tis tica l a d m in is tra tiv e  p r o c e d u r e s  fo r  its  m e m b e r  S ta tes  in  o th er  areas su ch  
as n a tio n a l a c c o u n ts  an d  b a la n c e  o f  p a y m e n ts . T h e  E a ste rn  C a r ib b ea n  C en tra l B a n k  (E C C B ) is  
u s in g  c o m m o n  m e th o d o lo g ie s  fo r  th e  c o m p u ta tio n  o f  n a tio n a l a c c o u n ts  an d  b a la n c e  o f  p a y m e n ts  
in  a ll th e  m e m b e r  c o u n tr ie s . F urth er, h o u s e h o ld  su r v e y s , su c h  as S u r v e y s  o f  L iv in g  C o n d it io n s  
(S L C s )  an d  o th e rs  w e r e  a d m in is te r e d  in  s o m e  c o u n tr ie s  in  th e  r e g io n  u s in g  a c o m m o n  
q u e stio n n a ire .
5 More information can be derived from the following web-site: 
http://dsbb.imf.org/Applications/web/getpage/?pagename=gddshome
6 The Conference of European Statisticians adopted the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics in 1992 and the 
United Nations Statistical Commission endorsed them in 1994. More information can be found on the following 
website: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm.
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III. Initiatives to enhance harmonization and data sharing in the Caribbean
A . C A R I C O M
T h e  C a r ib b ea n  C o m m u n ity  (C A R IC O M ) S ecreta r ia t h a s  th e  p rim ary  r e sp o n s ib il ity  fo r  
th e  p ro d u c tio n , c o m p ila t io n , a n a ly s is  an d  d istr ib u tio n  o f  r e g io n a l s ta tis tic s . In  o rd er to  
a c c o m p lis h  th is  ta sk , th e  S ecreta r ia t h a s  e s ta b lish e d  v a r io u s  m e c h a n is m s  to  e n h a n c e  c o o r d in a tio n  
an d  c o lla b o r a t io n  a m o n g  C a rib b ea n  sta tis tic ia n s , o f f ic ia ls  fro m  C a rib b ea n  sta tis tica l o f f ic e s  and  
g o v e r n m e n ta l b o d ie s  d e a lin g  w ith  d ata  c o l le c t io n .
T h e  m a in  ta sk  o f  th e  S ta t is t ic s  S u b -P r o g r a m m e  o f  C A R IC O M  is  to  c o o r d in a te  s ta tis tica l  
a c t iv it ie s  in  th e  su b r e g io n  an d  to  p r o v id e  te c h n ic a l s e r v ic e s  an d  a d v ic e  to  s ta tis tica l e n t it ie s  o f  its  
m e m b e r  c o u n tr ie s7. In  lig h t  o f  th e  r e g io n a l in te g r a t io n  in  th e  fr a m e w o r k  o f  th e  C S M E , th e  n e e d  
fo r  c lo s e r  c o o p e r a tio n  an d  c o lla b o r a tio n  a m o n g  th e  p a r tic ip a tin g  c o u n tr ie s  w a s  r e c o g n iz e d  and  
th e  p r o c e s s  to  e s ta b lish  a R e g io n a l S ta tis t ica l P r o g r a m m e  at th e  C A R IC O M  le v e l  in  su p p ort o f  
th e  C S M E  w a s  in it ia te d  in  2 0 0 3 . A n  a d v iso r y  g ro u p  w a s  fo r m e d  an d  a draft s ta tis tica l w o r k  
p ro g ra m m e w a s  p rep ared 8. T h is  th r e e -y e a r  w o r k  p ro g ra m m e c o v e r s  to p ic s  su c h  a s  e c o n o m ic s ,  
p o p u la tio n , d e m o g r a p h ic s , so c ia l an d  l iv in g  c o n d it io n s , e n v ir o n m e n t, in fo r m a tio n  te c h n o lo g y ,  
an d  is s u e s  re la ted  to  p u b lic  re la t io n s , d ata  d is se m in a t io n  an d  sta tis tica l c o o r d in a tio n  an d  f in a l ly  
th e  m o d e r n iz a t io n  o f  n a tio n a l s ta tis tica l sy s te m s .
T h e  t w o  b o d ie s  th a t c o o r d in a te  a c t iv it ie s  re la ted  to  s ta tis t ic s  w ith in  C A R IC O M  are th e  
R e g io n a l C e n su s  C o o r d in a tin g  C o m m itte e  an d  th e  S ta n d in g  C o m m itte e  o f  C a rib b ea n  
S ta t is t ic ia n s  (S C C S ) . B o th  c o m m it te e s  m e e t  o n c e  a y e a r  to  a d d ress  m a tters  su c h  as re g io n a l  
c e n s u s  p la n n in g , d ata  h a r m o n iz a tio n , an d  id e n tif ic a t io n  an d  a llo c a t io n  o f  r e so u r c e s , a m o n g  o th er  
to p ic s . A t  th e ir  la s t  m e e t in g  h e ld  in  P o rt o f  S p a in , T r in id ad  an d  T o b a g o  in  2 0 0 6 ,  th e  m a in  a g en d a  
i t e m s  w e r e  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  2 0 0 0  c e n s u s  rou n d  an d  th e  p rep a ra tio n s o f  th e  fo r th c o m in g  2 0 1 0  
p o p u la tio n  c e n s u s e s  in  th e  su b r e g io n . A ls o  o f  im p o r ta n c e  w a s  th e  is s u e  o f  im p r o v in g  and  
h a r m o n iz in g  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  s ta tis tica l d ata  at th e  n a tio n a l an d  r e g io n a l le v e ls  in  C A R IC O M . 
In  o rd er to  e n h a n c e  c o s t - e f f e c t iv e n e s s  an d  e f f ic ie n c y  o f  th e  fo r th c o m in g  2 0 1 0  p o p u la tio n  c e n s u s  
rou n d , C A R IC O M  h a s u n d er ta k en  an  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  th e  2 0 0 0  rou n d  o f  p o p u la tio n  an d  h o u s in g  
c e n s u s e s  th a t a ls o  p r o p o se s  a s tra teg y  fo r  th e  s u c c e s s fu l im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  2 0 1 0  rou n d  o f  
p o p u la tio n  an d  h o u s in g  c e n s u s e s  in  th e  C A R IC O M  re g io n . In  o rd er to  e n h a n c e  th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  
an d  e f f ic ie n c y  o f  c e n s u s  a d m in istra tio n  an d  to  e n h a n c e  th e  t im e ly  a v a ila b ility  o f  th e  r e su lts  fo r  
p o lic y  m a k e rs  an d  o th er  in te r e ste d  p artn ers, th is  s tra teg y  e m p h a s iz e s  th e  n e e d  fo r  stro n g  
c o o p e r a t io n  an d  c o lla b o r a t io n  a m o n g  th e  m e m b e r  S ta tes . It p a rticu la r ly  f o c u s e s  o n  th e  n e e d  to  
h a r m o n iz e  q u e stio n n a ir e s , to  s ta n d a rd iz e  p ro ce d u re s  arou n d  d ata  c o l le c t io n  an d  c e n s u s  
a d m in istra tio n  an d  it  e m p h a s iz e s  th e  n e e d  to  s tr e a m lin e  d ata  c le a n in g , a n a ly s is ,  p u b lic a tio n  and  
d is se m in a t io n  p ro ce d u re s . H o w e v e r ,  in  sp ite  o f  th e  rath er d iv e r se  n atu re o f  s ta tis tica l le g is la t io n  
at th e  co u n try  le v e l ,  d if fe r e n c e s  in  th e  a d m in istra tio n  o f  n a tio n a l C S O s , v a r y in g  n a tio n a l 
c a p a c it ie s  an d  h u m a n  r e so u r c e s  a v a ila b le , it  is  h o p e d  that, w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  r e g io n a l and
7 More information available on the CARICOM Statistics Sub-Programme through the following web-site: 
http://www.caricomstats.org/
8 The draft statistical work programme is available on the CARICOM Website: 
http://www.caricomstats.org/AcceptedStatsProgram.htm
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international donor community, that these gaps can be overcome and the 2010 census round can 
be completed as desired.
In addition, the Caribbean Integration Support Programme in the framework of the 
C S M E  is to focus on efforts to harmonize the interregional statistical infrastructure (with a 
specific focus on economic statistics), to assist in improving statistical programming, production 
and dissemination of key economics statistics and to train staff in using economic statistics for 
monitoring the regional integration process. W hile this framework focuses on economic 
statistics, lessons learnt could serve as a guiding principle to formulate similar procedures for 
other areas of data collection in the C S M E  countries.
B. Support to Poverty Assessment, Monitoring and the Reduction of Poverty in the
Caribbean (SPARC)
This multi-donor programme is a coordinated response designed to provide capacity 
building inputs to support the strengthening of poverty monitoring and social policy development 
systems in the Caribbean. In particular it addresses the need to strengthen national and regional 
capacities to systematically collect, analyze and disseminate social data from various sources. 
Further, it has a strong focus on efforts to harmonize, standardize, and integrate data collection 
systems at various levels. And finally it looks at capacity-building to bridge the gap between 
empirical research and evidence-based policy and programme formulation, promotes strong 
regional coordination and the revision and further development o f a comprehensive regional 
framework to address poverty in a coherent and integrated manner. One of the major goals of 
this project is to prepare an inventory o f existing data and to enhance the methodologies linking 
the various sources of data. It also furthers national capacities for the use of geographical 
information systems (G IS ) as a tool and platform for analysis and interpretation of data and the 
establishment o f national and regional coordination and integration mechanisms w ill be a critical 
outcome of this effort. Finally, the project w ill support research on specific topics and the 
training in the use of statistical software at the national and regional levels.
W hile the SPARC project in itself does not focus on migration-related information and 
data collection, its activities w ill impact on streamlining data collection and survey procedures, 
data administration and dissemination mechanisms that also, to varying degrees, touch on 
migration-related information. The mechanisms SPARC intends to put in place would provide a 
strong regional system that could also be used as a platform for a more elaborate system for 
migration-related data collection, analysis and data sharing. SPARC also promotes strong 
regional collaboration, with a particular focus on the SCCS and is expected to seek the 
collaboration of various donors and regional intergovernmental bodies, such as C A R IC O M , the 
E C C B  and the OECS. The effort is a joint mechanism supported by the United Nations system 
and the regional development banks, such as the Caribbean Development Bank (C D B ), the Inter- 
American Development Bank (ID B ), the W orld Bank and other b i- and multilateral donors.
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A. SIEMCA and SIEMMES
The Statistical Information System on Migration in Central America (S IE M C A ), 
established in 2001 among six countries is known to be one of the most efficient migration data 
collection systems in the world. With the inclusion of M exico in 2006, it was transformed into 
the Statistical Information System on Migration in Mesoamerica (S IEM M ES ), as it is known 
today. Its present website (www.siemmes.iom.int) provides access to over 1,400 graphs and 
charts.
The main features o f S IEM M ES are:
(a) The provision of standard information for the participating countries;
(b) The development of a regional migration statistics system that allows for 
inclusion of other interested countries;
(c) The display o f information on international migratory movements o f nationals and 
foreigners for a given country and on remittances for the countries o f the region;
(d) The contribution to capacity-building at the national level in statistics and data 
management.
IV. Data Sharing Mechanisms
B. The IOM Migration Data Sharing Mechanism
1. General overview
In order to respond to the urgent need to have credible, comprehensive and timely 
statistical data on migration, the IO M  in collaboration with the Danish Immigration Service 
(D IS ) has designed and developed a migration D SM . This comprehensive mechanism was first 
discussed in 2001 by a group of States in Eastern Europe and Central Asia that recognized the 
need to enhance knowledge of, access to, and coordination of migration-related information at 
the national level. The first virtual D SM  was then launched in 2005 integrating information 
available in various formats from a variety o f sources into one common platform. Considering 
the fact that migration is a transnational issue, the D SM  strongly encourages regional and 
international cooperation to exchange data and to learn from experiences other countries might 
have gained9.
The idea behind this approach is that each country finds itself at a different stage of 
development concerning technical infrastructure, availability o f human and financial resources
9 IOM (IOM, 2007) has recently published a manual to describe this approach. The information provided in this 
section is mainly drawn from this publication. More information on the DSM is available through the following 
web-site: www.dsm-migration.net.
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and information, documentation and legislation on migration. The founders of the D S M  have 
also been aware that the level o f commitment to the process that is vital for its success varies 
from country to country and from institution to institution at the national level.
2. Main characteristics of the DSM
The D SM  consists o f various components, such as a formalized dialogue of migration 
users and producers and a technical component that enhances the actual sharing of data and 
information via an electronic database and finally through the Internet. As prime users o f the 
DSM , national governments and/or the respective responsible bodies are the main architects of 
the mechanism and retain total ownership over the data and information they submit. They also 
maintain the exclusive right to provide other users with access to their data on mutually agreed 
conditions.
The fundamental principle o f the D SM  is the assumption that almost all countries dispose 
of some kind of information on migration either derived from administrative procedures or from 
systematic data collection efforts (see section I). However, in many instances this information is 
neither known nor shared with other stakeholders concerned. Also, available information from 
one source can only be used to provide a comprehensive overview of migration in a country i f  
proper documentation regarding source, timeliness, survey methodology and other critical 
characteristics is shared along with the respective statistics.
According to the D SM , the following steps can assist interested countries in their efforts 
to develop national activities and programmes to enhance timely access to critical migration 
related data and information (IO M , 2007, p. 33):
(a) Establishment o f a network of core institutions dealing with migration-related
data;
(b) Mapping of existing national statistical infrastructures;
(c) Identifying an agreed minimum set o f aggregated overall data indicators;
(d) Creating an efficient electronic exchange mechanism;
(e) Organizing national and regional workshops to discuss data management and 
policy trends; and
(f) Addressing national and regional needs through training workshops and technical 
assistance.
In recognition of the fact that one country’ s emigrants are another country’s immigrants, 
the D SM  strongly promotes b i- and multilateral dialogue to agree on statistics and related 
information to be shared, based on mutual needs and benefits. In the case of the Caribbean, the 
establishment o f a regional cooperation and collaboration mechanism would definitely benefit
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the countries in the region as well as the neighboring countries outside the Caribbean region that 
are either sending or receiving countries o f migrants to and from the subregion.
V. Migration data collection, management and sharing
in the Caribbean
In an effort to get a first understanding of already existing migration data collection 
mechanisms and data sharing procedures in the Caribbean, E C L A C  conducted a brief survey 
amongst officials from regional CSOs who were participating at a regional demography training 
seminar in 2006.
In total, representatives of nine countries (Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, 
St Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago) completed the questionnaire 
(the questionnaire along with the responses is annexed to this document)10.
A ll respondents indicated having at least one national body in charge of migration data 
collection. W hile the majority o f the respondents named the Department o f Immigration and 
Border Management as the responsible body, a few also listed the CSO, the ministry o f labor and 
the tourist boards. The majority o f the countries seem to be collecting some type of migration 
data, such as arrivals and departures, numbers o f visas issued and deportees received. The 
answers to the question on how this information was used ranged from mere tabulations of 
visitor arrivals and departures to their use as a basis for the formulation of tourism policies, 
population estimates and projections and legislative changes, among others. In most countries, 
national CSOs seem to be in charge of the compilation and publication of such data. Answers to 
the question on national, regional and international data and information sharing mechanisms 
indicated that such mechanisms did exist in some countries, but none of the respondents was in a 
position to provide detailed information on such processes. In most cases, the sources of the data 
were also responsible for sharing the data, at least at the national level. Almost none of the 
respondents were able to identify the legislative mechanisms that guided data sharing at various 
levels. The responsibility for legislation on migration generally seemed to be with the ministry of 
national security, the ministry o f justice and the ministry o f foreign affairs, according to the 
answers to the respective question. With regard to undocumented migrants, most respondents 
were not able to identify the responsible body. Amongst the answers given, the ministries of 
home affairs and national security along with the immigration department were named. It seemed 
to be even more difficult to identify the government body responsible for the identification of 
undocumented persons. Only the police and the immigration department were listed by a few 
with no additional information on their specific mandates and tasks. Finally, the ministry of 
foreign affairs was seen as responsible for general migration matters by most respondents.
This brief survey amongst officials from national CSOs, while neither comprehensive nor 
complete, has shown that migration-related data and statistics are collected in the Caribbean. It
10 In reviewing the information provided it needs to be kept in mind that the respondents are not necessarily experts 
on migration related data collection and thus the answers given might not be exhaustive and complete. To get a 
detailed overview of these mechanisms in the Caribbean, a more in-depth study would need to be undertaken.
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also highlights that some mechanisms seem to be already in place that address the sharing of 
such information. However, what the study also revealed is the lack of knowledge of the 
availability o f such information along with the limited awareness of potential sources for such 
data at the national level.
VI. Summary and conclusions
The Caribbean subregion is generally characterized by weak data collection, 
administration and sharing mechanisms. The study has shown that institutional capacities are 
weak and even i f  modern technology was be available it is not used in the most beneficial way. 
Also, outdated statistical laws and institutional hierarchies constitute a further constraint to 
timely, quality and comprehensive data. A t the regional level, C A R IC O M  and its respective 
bodies have been undertaking a series o f initiatives to improve regional communication, 
cooperation and harmonization of survey methods, statistical concepts applied and data 
definitions. Promising initiatives have often been derailed or have come to a halt often due to 
lack of political w ill at various levels, weakness of national and regional institutions and time­
consuming governmental bureaucracy.
In spite o f the many hurdles, a number o f initiatives to improve the general situation in 
social and demographic statistics are either being currently implemented or are at their final 
planning stage. One particular success story in harmonization and collaboration is the successful 
effort undertaken by the O ECS  countries to come up with a common survey instrument for the 
2000 census round. Other initiatives, such as the SPARC, are promising and it can only be hoped 
that its implementation w ill contribute to the enhancement o f data and statistics and thus also 
indirectly impact on the improvement and accessibility o f migration data in the subregion.
With reference to migration-related data and documentation, very little seems to be in 
place to ensure sustainable monitoring of the in - and outflow of migrants to and from countries 
in the Caribbean. A  short survey conducted among officials from national CSOs showed that all 
countries seem to be engaged in some sort o f migration data collection and some countries even 
reported on existing mechanisms to share data at the national level. However, very little seems to 
be in place when it comes to exchange of data and information within the country and at the b i- 
and multilateral level.
The brief overview of already existing mechanisms to exchange statistics and 
documentation on migration has been provided with the intention of offering feasible approaches 
that could be adjusted to the needs of the subregion in this regard. Further discussions among 
data users and producers along with experts in migration data administration are needed to 
identify the way forward for the Caribbean and to possibly come up with some ideas to design an 
appropriate approach that takes into consideration the specific conditions and needs of the 
subregion in its effort to establish reliable mechanisms to monitor and manage the migration 
streams that cross the borders o f Caribbean countries.
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The following specific recommendations might help to achieve this goal:
A t the national level
(a) Enhanced recognition of the fact that only timely, reliable and comprehensive 
data on migration w ill allow for monitoring and management of migration in the Caribbean. 
Priority in the management o f data sources could be the turning point in the data situation at the 
national level but also at the regional level.
(b) National CSOs and other data collecting bodies need to be strengthened in their 
efforts to provide the necessary information in a timely matter;
(c) A  platform for communication and building of trust between users and producers 
o f migration data needs to be established and possibly guided by a national coordinator. A  strong 
national coordinator could be in a position to facilitate such a process, identify and make known 
the national data needs and establish and convene working groups, as needed, including the 
critical stakeholders concerned. Often to initiate such a process, communication and trust needs 
to be enhanced among all partners in order to establish and maintain a sustainable mechanism at 
the national and regional levels.
A t the regional and global levels
(a) Countries need to recognize that migration is no longer a matter o f national 
concern only, but increasingly a cross-border issue that can only be thoroughly addressed 
through regional and global coordination and collaboration efforts. There is a need to establish 
and maintain a continued dialogue between data users and producers; and establish a network of 
focal points o f migration within and across national borders. To  respond to these challenges, 
coordination and collaboration at the national, but increasingly also at the regional and 
international levels, are critical to help strengthen the capacities o f all stakeholders concerned to 
compile the necessary statistics and to provide evidence-based policies and procedures to better 
guide, manage and finally fully benefit from the cross-border movements o f nationals and 
foreigners.
(b) An increased understanding needs to be created that the sharing of information, 
while at the same time maintaining control over the process would benefit all partners concerned.
(c) Existing mechanisms in other parts o f the world could provide a solid guideline 
for the establishment o f similar mechanisms at the regional level for the Caribbean.
(d) There is a need to identify a regional body, such as C A R IC O M  or the University 
o f the West Indies (U W I) or even a United Nations agency, to provide a temporary platform to 
kick-start such an initiative that could later be transferred to a regional body.
(e) Issues of data security need to be addressed with utmost priority, as the use of 
technology becomes more prominent and timely.
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A n n ex
SEWS] JL ODIHR
Office for Democratic Institutions 
and Human Rights of the OSCE
International Organization for Migration 
Technical Cooperation Centre 
for Europe and Central Asia
Questionnaire on the statistical infrastructure 
- Outcome -













1a.: I f  yes, what is the governmental body(ies) in your country responsible for collecting 
migration-related statistics?
Belize Department o f Immigration/ Border Management
Dominica Immigration/ Central Statistics Office
Grenada
Police, Immigration Department & Labour Department (which is 
responsible for work permits)
Guyana
Immigration Department o f the Guyana Police Force, Bureau of 
Statistics (BOS), Ministry o f Industry, Trade and Commerce
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Jamaica
The Statistics Institute o f Jamaica, the Jamaica Tourist Board& 
Planning Institute o f Jamaica
St. Kitts
Statistics Department, Police Immigration Department, National 
Security
St. Lucia Immigration Dept., Statistics Dept. and St. Lucia Tourist Board
Suriname C iv il Registra (?) Office (collected data from division: Aliens Affair)
Trinidad & 
Tobago
Immigration Department: M inistry o f National Security + Central 
Statistical Office: M inistry o f Planning and Development
Question 2: Please describe the key statistics collected in the last five years.
Belize n.a.
Dominica Visitor arrivals/ departures
Grenada 1. Country o f residence, 2. Total number
Guyana O f tourist arrivals and arrivals and departures o f immigrants
Jamaica
Immigration department : Arrivals and departures, number o f visas 
issued and reasons and number o f deportees
St. Kitts n.a.
St. Lucia Arrivals and departures, tourist revenue/ number of deportees
Suriname The same system they used
Trinidad & 
Tobago
A ll arrivals/ departures by various categories + crew information
Question 3: Please describe how these statistics are used by your organization/government (e.g. 
for changes in legislation, changes in policies, management purposes and documentation of 
resources used for specific activities, etc.)
Belize n.a.
Dominica Only statistical analyses for visitors in and departures
Grenada Mostly used by the Tourism Department for promoting (?)
Guyana
Formulating of policies to promote tourism, population estimation 
and publishing of data for members o f the public
Jamaica
For policy documents, population estimates, border management, for 
legislation changes
St. Kitts n.a.
St. Lucia In policy & legislative changes
Suriname
Used for outcome of yearly publication of the Demographic Data 
Source of C iv il Registry Office
Trinidad & 
Tobago
Data is used for planning and policy making by the Government and 
the Central Statistics Office utilizes some of the information for their 
publications
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Question 4: Please describe the source of the compilation of the key statistics (e.g. are the 
statistics available in your organization compiled on the basis o f a database/register? I f  yes, is 
the database/register centralized? Or, are several databases/registers used nationally?
Belize n.a.
Dominica Central Statistical Office/ Computer Programme
Grenada N o
Guyana
Statistics is compiled by collecting information from the immigration 
cards issued at ports o f entry and exit
Jamaica
The statistics are published in annual reports. Data are available on 
C D  and diskettes
St. Kitts n.a.




The Central Statistics Office is the official agency for collecting and 
distributions of Statistics in Trinidad & Tobago. We compile our own 
database/ register
Question 5a.: Is there an external sharing of all relevant migration-related statistics (formal 
and/or informal)? -  Please describe! I f  N o please go to 6.
Belize
n.a.
-  at the national level? n.a.
-  at the regional level? n.a.
-  at the international level? n.a.
Dominica
N o
- at the national level? n.a.
-  at the regional level? n.a.
- at the international level? n.a.
Grenada
Yes
- at the national level? The Immigration Department compiles
the figures the figures and forwards it 
to the Central Statistical Office for 
further compilation
- at the regional level? I f  requested
- at the international level? I f  requested
Guyana
Yes Information is shared with various
Government ministries and agencies, 




- at the national level? The various agencies share the data that
are collected 
-at the regional level? n.a.




- at the national level?
- at the regional level?






-at the national level? Different agencies share data
-at the regional level? n.a.
-at the international level? n.a.
Suriname
n.a.
- at the national level? n.a.
-  at the regional level? n.a.
- at the international level? n.a.
Trinidad &
Yes
- at the national level? Yes
Tobago - at the regional level? Yes
- at the international level? Yes
5b.: I f  yes, which governmental body(ies) is responsible?
Belize Department o f Immigration, Government o f Belize
Dominica n.a.
Grenada Refer to previous question (answer)
Guyana
Bureau of Statistics (B O S) and M inistry o f Industry, Trade and 
Commerce
Jamaica










5c.: Again i f  yes, please describe the key statistics shared with other countries/international 




Grenada English language is disseminated in the form requested
Guyana English language in both paper and electronic form







Travel information by various categories: age, sex, purpose of visit, 
country o f residence, carrier, occupation etc.
Question 6: Is  there any legal fram ew ork in place to guide & direct sharing o f  migration data at 





Jamaica I  am not certain
St. Kitts Statistics Act





Question 7 (additional information): What is the governmental body(ies) in your country 
responsible for developing migration legislation? Please describe its (their) tasks and mandates.
Belize n.a.
Dominica M inistry o f Immigration and Labor
Grenada




M inistry o f National Security, M inistry o f Justice, the Department of 
the Attorney-General ( I  am not familiar with the mandates)
St. Kitts n.a.




M in. o f National Security in conjunction with M in. o f Foreign Affairs
Question 8 (additional information): Is there a governmental body(ies) in your country 




Guyana Ministry o f Home Affairs
Jamaica M inistry o f National Security -  Immigration Department
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St. Kitts n.a.





Question 9 (additional information): What is a governmental body(ies) in your country 
responsible for identifying persons who are staying in your country undocumented? Please 
describe its(their) tasks and mandates.
Belize n.a.
Dominica Immigration Department -  Dominica Police Force
Grenada Police/ Immigration Department
Guyana
Responsible for issuing work permits and granting of permission to 









Question 10 (additional information): Is there a governmental body(ies) in your country 
responsible for coordination and cooperation with foreign national bodies responsible for 





Jamaica M inistry o f Foreign Affairs and Ministry o f National Security
St. Kitts n.a.





Question 11 (additional information): What is a governmental body(ies) in your country 
responsible for coordination and cooperation with foreign national bodies responsible for 












Immigration Division and M in. o f Foreign Affairs
Question 12 (additional information): Any information you might wish to provide in regard to 



















Ms. Beverly Harris, Director Statistics Department, 1-869-4652521 
Ext. 1063
St. Lucia n.a.
Suriname Suriname General Bureau of Statistics, statistics@Eq-Link.sr (?)
Trinidad & 
Tobago
Sherma Haynes, Central Statistical Office, 80 Independence Square, 
POS, Telephone 868-623-6495, Fax 868-625-3802
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